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An Act RELATIVE TO POST RELEASE SUPERVISION

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

 authority of the same, as follows:
Chapter 279 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking section 24 and inserting in place thereof the following section:—

Section 24. 
(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, all persons sentenced to the state prison, except those sentenced to life or as a habitual offender pursuant to section 25 of this chapter, shall be sentenced to a determinate sentence of a fixed number of years of imprisonment. Each determinate sentence shall also include, as a part thereof, an additional period of post-release supervision of not less than two years nor more than ten years to be served immediately following the determinate term of imprisonment imposed. The combined total of years of determinate imprisonment and post-release supervision may not exceed the maximum term fixed by law for the punishment of the crime of which the person had been convicted; provided, however, that if an offender is sentences to the maximum term fixed by law for the punishment of the crime of which the person had been convicted, a period of two years post-release supervision shall be imposed in addition to the term of imprisonment, notwithstanding that the combined total number of years of the determinate imprisonment and the post-release supervision exceeds said maximum term fixed by law. During the period of post-release supervision, the offender shall be, under the jurisdiction of and supervised by the parole board pursuant to the provisions of section 128 through 151 of chapter 127.

Where a person is sentenced to the maximum term fixed by law for the punishment of the crime of which the person had been convicted, to be followed by two years of mandatory post-release supervision, the total number of years of imprisonment that the offender may serve if his post-release supervision is revoked may exceed the maximum term fixed by law for the punishment of the crime of which the person had been convicted.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, all persons sentenced to a house of correction or jail, except those convicted as a habitual offender pursuant to section 25 of this chapter, shall be sentenced to a determinate sentence of a fixed number of years of imprisonment. Each determinate sentence shall also include, as a part thereof, an additional period of post-release supervision of not less than six months nor more than two years to be served immediately following the determinate term of imprisonment imposed. The combined total of years of determinate imprisonment and post-release supervision may not exceed the maximum term fixed by law for the punishment of the crime of which the person had been convicted; provided, however, that if an offender is sentence to the maximum term fixed by law for the punishment of the crime of which the person had been convicted, a period of six months post-release supervision shall be imposed in addition to the term of imprisonment, notwithstanding that the combined total of years of the determinate imprisonment and the post-release supervision exceeds said maximum term fixed by law. During the period of post-release supervision, the offender shall be under the jurisdiction of and supervised by the parole board pursuant to the provisions of chapter 127, §128-151.

Where a person is sentenced to the maximum term fixed by law for the punishment of the crime of which the person had been convicted, to be followed by six months of mandatory post-release supervision, the total number of years of imprisonment that the offender may serve if his post-release supervision is revoked may exceed the maximum term fixed by law for the punishment of the crime of which the person had been convicted. 

