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July 14, 2005

To the Committee on the Judiciary,

My name is Mary Urban Keary and I am the President of the National Association of Social Workers, Massachusetts Chapter.  I came in person to testify today because I feel it is critical that you know how strongly NASW opposes Governor Romney’s death penalty bill.  The death penalty is not a deterrent to violent crime and we do not believe there is any death penalty legislation that can ever be “fool proof”. 

NASW support a life sentence as an alternative to capital punishment.  We believe the integrity of human life and well-being are among the highest values to which a society aspires and the death penalty is a violation of human rights -- an intolerable method of punishment in a civilized society.

In particular, the death penalty is not a deterrent to violent crime and only perpetuates violence by sanctioning killing with further killing. In fact, in other countries where the death penalty has been abolished, homicide rates are still lower than those in the United States.  Additionally, about 90% of the people facing the death penalty cannot afford their own attorney and they are disproportionately people of color.  In fact, those who murder white people are 4.3 times more likely to be sentenced to death than those who murder black people even though people of color are the victims in more than half of all homicides.  This cannot be corrected under Governor Romney’s “fool proof” death penalty bill.

In addition, the cost to the criminal justice system of having a death penalty measure in place will be high.  It is extremely expensive to execute an individual and these are resources that could be used to support crime prevention programs for youth and other at-risk groups, mental health services both inside and outside correctional institutions, and our public education system.

Please be assured, there is no criminal justice system that is without human error and this bill does not address any of the inherent problems with the death penalty as I’ve explained here.

On behalf of NASW, an organization with 8,400 members statewide, I urge you to reject this death penalty measure and any other death penalty bill introduced in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Sincerely Yours,

MARY URBAN KEARY, PRESIDENT

National Association of Social Workers, MA Chapter

617.227.9635

