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Hello.  My name is Dorothy Weitzman and I am testifying on behalf of the Massachusetts Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers (NASW) and its 8,400 members. NASW strongly supports House 3556, an Act to Amend the Commonwealth’s Drug Treatment Program to Allow for the Diversion of Low-Level Offenders Under Court Supervision because:
· Research has shown that drug users are less likely to re-offend when they are provided with treatment and concrete services rather than incarceration.

· Provision of treatment and concrete services is less expensive than imprisonment. As the Governor's Commission on Correctional Reform found, treatment services are not available in adequate supply in Department of Correction  (DOC) facilities.

· Providing treatment rather than incarceration under this provision avoids CORI  records, which can impede an individual's ability to get a job.

 

This bill amends the current diversion to treatment statute - Chapter 111E of the Massachusetts General Laws - so that a defined population of low-level, non-violent drug offenders can receive treatment instead of incarceration. More specifically, the legislation: 

Expands the type of provider that can be used by the court to determine drug dependant status and advise on appropriate addiction services, such as  nurses, licensed clinical social workers, or other persons certified by the state. This will enable the Bureau of Substance Abuse Services within the Department of Public Health (DPH) to oversee the program. Treatment is redefined to encompass the entire range of services available in Massachusetts. 

Directs the Bureau of Substance Abuse Services within DPH to inform District Attorneys, Defense Attorneys, Probation Officers and Judges about the treatment services available in their community, all members of the court can become comfortable with local treatment options.

Gives defendants, who are deemed drug dependant persons under this bill, the option to be placed on court supervision and enrolled in treatment services, if services are available in the community. Certain  exceptions will apply.

Requires that defendants be monitored by the court through the probation system, through analysis of their progress in treatment, criminal recidivism, and compliance with all terms of probation. Defendants who successfully complete treatment will not have a conviction on their record. 

Please give House 3556 a favorable report. Thank you for your consideration. Please contact  Rebekah Gewirtz  or Dorothy Weitzman at 671-227-9635.

