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Good Morning Chairman Barrios, Chairman Rivera and members of the Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to testify this morning. My Name is Sidney Gelb, I'm Public Policy Chair of the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill of Massachusetts. NAMI-MASS is a grassroots nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the lives of people suffering from biologically based brain disorders such as schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, major depression and other persistent serious mental illnesses. We are dedicated to improving the lives of people with mental illnesses. We advocate for improved services and access medication, affordable housing and employment. to facilitate the recovery of our mentally ill family 

members. We educate the community to eliminate the stigma and discrimination against people with mental illness  that pervades our society. 

I am here today to support Senate bill 1352 which was sponsored by Senator Creem. This bill requires that commission be formed to study and make recommendations for the establishment and implementation of a coordinated curriculum for the training of law enforcement officers in 

responding to mental health emergencies and incidents involving persons with mental illness or mental retardation.
There have been eight mentally ill persons shot by the police. The mentally ill, often unpredictable, represent a unique threat to the police. Mental health advocates know this, and through their efforts, some officers throughout the Commonwealth have been getting special training on how to deal with the mentally ill. But the training isn't 

being done widely enough or fast enough: There is no statewide curriculum to provide the basis for the most effective and comprehensive training.

The commission will review issues relating to the training of law enforcement officials on the best approaches to dealing with individuals with mental illness or mental retardation in crisis, strategies to reduce any risk of harm to the individual and themselves; laws regarding 

criminal responsibility and competency and diversion of persons with mental illness or mental retardation for treatment instead of criminal prosecution; availability of community resources for persons experiencing mental health emergencies and an analysis of the financial impact of establishing and implementing the commission's recommendations as well as identifying any outside resources, programs or grants available to reduce any financial impact.

I urge you to consider this bill favorably and release it as soon as practicable for a vote.

Thank you for your attention.

