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June 21, 2005


Honorable Robert S. Creedon, Jr.

Senate Chairman

Joint Judiciary Committee

State House 413C

Boston, MA 02133

Honorable Eugene L. O’Flaherty

House Chairman

Joint Judiciary Committee

State House 236

Boston, MA 02133

Dear Co-Chairmen Creedon and O’Flaherty and Members of the Committee:


My name is Ernest Winsor.  I am a staff attorney at Mass. Law Reform Institute and co-director, with my colleague, Francisca D. Fajana, Esq., of MLRI’s CORI Project, which started in the spring of 2002.  The CORI Project  provides training and materials about the CORI system;
 has a “hot line” (Extension 504) where people with CORI can call in, leave a message and be called back by a member of the Project who will give advice and sometimes help on how to deal with the CORI.  We keep a database on these calls, which includes at this point over a thousand entries. Our project also seeks to reform the CORI system, including by legislative and administrative advocacy and litigation in court. 


I was the principal drafter of three bills before you today, including Representative Balser’s H. 696, which would require that only cases with convictions or which are still pending be on CORI reports distributed to housing authorities and employers, except where a special statute otherwise provides.
  The bill also requires that the “gatekeeper” give the CORI subject a copy of the CORI report and a chance to rebut its accuracy and/or relevance.


I also drafted two bills which would accelerate the sealing process: Representative Balser’s bill, H. 697, to accelerate the sealing of criminal cases which did not result in convictions
 and Representative Rushing’s bill, H. 973, to accelerate the sealing of cases in which there were convictions.


Attached to this letter is a one-page summary of each of the 3 bills.  The summaries explain how people with CORI are now often unjustly harmed by the current distribution, use and sealing processes and how these bills would change the processes to alleviate the injustices, so that people with CORI will be better able to get employment and housing and otherwise re-enter the mainstream – a situation which, we think, will enhance public safety.


We strongly urge the Committee to give these bills careful consideration and favorable reports.


The CORI Project would be happy to assist the Committee in its sorting through and evaluating the wide array of CORI bills which are being heard today.








Respectfully,








Ernest Winsor

	�  One such is an unpublished but frequently updated paper, The CORI Reader, which  gives a description of the CORI system as a whole and can be accessed by this internet link: � HYPERLINK http://www.MassLegalServices.org/docs/CORIReader��www.MassLegalServices.org/docs/CORIReader3rdEd.pdf�.


	�  Representative Fox’s bill, H. 2873, is similar.


	� Senator Wilkerson’s bill, S. 966, is substantially the same.






