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Honorable Chairs and Committee Members, I am submitting this testimony in favor of S. 1151 — An Act to Impose a Civil Fine for the Possession of Marijuana — and I ask you to support this important legislation.

Over the past fifteen years I have been researching the impact of U.S. drug policy on local, state and the federal government, as well as on public safety, drug use and drug abuse. My research has included specific work on the Commonwealth with the publication of a 2003 report titled: The Effect of Marijuana Decriminalization on the Budgets of Massachusetts Governments, With a Discussion of Decriminalization’s Effect on Marijuana Use.  Based on this research I have the concluded that Marijuana Decriminalization would save the Commonwealth millions of dollars while having modest effects on marijuana use.

A full copy of the report has been submitted for your reference, but let me highlight the two main findings.

My work estimates the savings in criminal justice resources that would  accrue to Massachusetts  state and municipal  governments under decriminalization at $24.3 million per year.
My work also examines the degree to which marijuana  use increases after decriminalization. Experience in other states and countries provides little indication that use increases to any substantial degree. This might seem  surprising, since lowering the penalties for use should  increase demand for marijuana.  The explanation appears to be that decriminalization frequently ratifies what has already taken  place in the form of reduced enforcement of marijuana laws.

As a result of this research I believe that S. 1151 will benefit Massachusetts. This legislation will save the Commonwealth funds and will not impact the health or safety of our communities. I urge you to support S. 1151.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

