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Testifying in favor of S.B. 1151 & H.B. 862, An Act to

Impose a Civil Fine for the Possession of Marijuana

My name is Jack Cole. I retired as a Detective Lieutenant after a 26-year career with the New Jersey State Police. For fourteen of those years I worked as an undercover narcotics officer. My investigations spanned the spectrum of possible cases, from street drug users to international “billion-dollar” drug trafficking organizations.

I am also the executive director of LEAP or Law Enforcement Against Prohibition. LEAP was founded by five former cops to give voice to members of law enforcement who believe the war against drugs is not only a dismal failure but a terribly destructive policy. In the 2 ½ years of our existence we have grown to over 2,000 members and we are no longer just cops—now we are police, judges, prosecutors, prison wardens—we even have retired DEA officers who help make up our bureau of 85 speakers. We believe a policy of control and regulation of drugs is much more ethical and efficient than a policy of prohibition. Nothing can be controlled and regulated when it is illegal.

Passing the bill you have before you today gives you a chance to literally save lives.

For 35 years, with a budget of over ½ trillion dollars, the United States has fought the war on drugs with ever harsher policies. We have arrested 1.6 million people for nonviolent drug offenses—fully half of the arrests were for marijuana violations. Two million two-hundred-thousand are in prison in the US, far more per capita than any country in the world. And what do we have to show for all those ruined lives and misspent money: Today drugs are cheaper, more potent and far easier to get than they were in the 1970 when I started buying them undercover. I believe that is the very essence of a failed public policy.

Nearly a thousand young people went to jail as a direct result of what I did as an undercover narcotics agent.  

I can't say how many of those children would have gone on to become valuable citizens had I not intervened, but I'm sure the number would be huge.  

Think of all the folks you know who used an illegal drug as a youngster, then put the drugs behind them and went on to live productive lives. Many are now members of our government. George Bush, Bill Clinton, Al Gore, Dan Quail, Newt Gingrich. The line is too long to enumerate but they all had two things in common, they all used illegal drugs, then quit, and when they arrived at a position of power they all got selective amnesia so now they say police should arrest young people and destroy their life prospects for doing exactly what they did.  

We have a saying at LEAP: You can get over an addiction, but you will never get over a conviction. A conviction will follow you every day for the rest of your life—every time you apply for a job it is over your head like an ugly cloud.
There are many unintended consequences of the war on drugs. When you prohibit a drug, even the worst drug, you don’t cause less people to imbibe. All you do is create an underground market that is instantly filled with criminals. Worse, you create an artificially inflated value for that drug that can be up to 17,000 percent of the initial investment—making marijuana worth more than gold and heroin worth more than uranium. I would suggest that whole armies of police can not arrested our way out of drug problems when prohibition creates such obscene profit motives for prospective dealers. Every time I arrested a drug dealer I was simply creating a job opening.

For those of you who worry that backing this bill you are somehow not in the mainstream of public thinking, let me say: Survey’s show 72 percent of the population of the United States do not believe marijuana users should go to jail and 80 percent believe medical marijuana should be legal. Also, in the last year LEAP started attending national and international law enforcement conferences. We kept track of the opinions of the nearly 1,200 officials we spoke to on a one-to-one level. Even we were surprised to find that after we spoke with them, only 6% wanted to continue the war on drugs, 14% were undecided, but an astounding 80% agreed with us that we must end drug prohibition. The most interesting thing about that 80% was only a very small number of them realized that any other law enforcement officer felt as they did. Peer pressure to not appear soft on drugs or soft on crime is so strong that they don’t talk to each other about their beliefs.
Please, stop some of these harms inflicted on us by prohibition by backing this bill. Let police get back to protecting us from violent crime. We will all be much better off.
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