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Diversion to Treatment for Low-Level, Non-Violent Offenders

Legislative Priority:

HB 1912 – An Act to Amend the Commonwealth’s Drug Treatment Program to Allow for the Diversion of Low Level Offenders Under Court Supervision

SPONSORED by Representative Martin J. Walsh and Representative Liz Malia

History & Need for Change:

• In 1981, the “Drug Dependent Persons Act” (Gen. Law Ch. 111E) granted judges the authority to divert low-level drug offenders. Unfortunately, that law has lapsed into disuse.  

 • HB 1912 is an effort to amend this diversion law so that the courts are better able to break the cycle of drug addiction and crime while at the same time saving tax dollars.

~ ~ ~

• In 2001, there were over 14,000 drug arrests in Massachusetts — nearly 73% (10,220) were for possession. (FBI Crime Stats, October 2002)

 • In FY 2003, 4,003 drug offenders were incarcerated, these offenders make up 25.4% of the entire population sent to a correctional facility. (MA Sentencing Commission, April 2004)

 • It costs taxpayers approximately $44,000 to incarcerate one prisoner per year.

 • If Massachusetts diverted low-level offenders from the Department of Corrections alone, net savings to the taxpayers would be approximately $10.4 million 

per year. (Mass DOC Cost of Incarceration minus Cost of Treatment)

What HB 1912 Does:

• Mandates that the Court offer a highly defined population of defendants the opportunity for treatment services. 

• Replaces a complicated scheme of administration to allow oversight to be performed by the existing Bureau of Substance Abuse Services.

• Does not mandate the court to offer treatment if the defendant is charged with concurrent crimes or is charged with ANY crime involving a minor. 

